Top 5 Character
Traits Your Child
Needs Now!

We asked friends and visitors of our small Southern town an
especially important question. We wanted to know what Top 5
Character Traits they thought a child needs to be successful in
life.
Their answers to that survey are the basis for the 5 stories
you’re about to read. The rankings are the result of the number
of people who picked a certain trait over the others.
Do you agree with their choices? Let us know what you think:
https://shadypinesstorytown.com/contact
In the meantime, please enjoy your visit with some of Shady
Pines Story Town’s real characters!

—Mary Jane McKittrick,
Founder of Shady Pines,
& Zulah Talmadge, Editor of
The Shady Pines Gazette

#1

KINDNESS

Kim Dunworthy Takes the Prize
The phones ring off the hook at The Shady Pines Gazette. It’s been this way ever
since the mayor decided to offer a $500 reward for the best ideas to get people
unplugged from their cell phones and devices. Editor Zulah Talmage and Scoop
the cub reporter are doing their best to answer every call and take notes at the
same time.
Getting Unplugged to Win
“Shady Pines Gazette, Zulah speaking. Oh, hi, Maggie. Yes, I know. This contest has everybody
talking. I’m not surprised your customers at Maggie’s Diner are
chatting about it. Wow. You have some good ideas there. I’ll jot
them down. Thanks for calling!”
Meanwhile Scoop is talking to Pete, who’s calling from Pets
Galore, the pet store. “Slow down, Pete, you’re talking too fast,”
says Scoop as he scribbles on his notepad. “Really? Yea, those
are some good ones. I’ll tell Ms. Talmage. Talk to you soon.”
Zulah looks up and sees that Scoop is off the phone. “What’d Pete have to say?”
Good Ideas are Pouring In
Scoop flips a couple of pages back in his reporter’s notebook.
“Pete says he and his employees are gathering their ideas as
a group. They want to donate the $500 reward to our local
food bank.” Zulah claps her hands together. She does that
when she gets excited. “What a kind thing to do! So, what do
they have?”
Scoop uses his best reporter’s voice. “Here are their top three:
1) Turn off your phone when you enter our store.
2) If you forget and your phone rings, turn it off and return the call later. If you must text
while in our store, stand somewhere out of the way until you finish.
3) Don’t keep texting and walking. That’s just rude. You could bump into someone.”
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Mayor Fibbs is Impressed
Scoop barely gets the last word out when the phones start ringing again! “Please finish writing
that up, Scoop, I’ll get the phones,” says Zulah. “We are getting a lot of good ideas coming in!”
Mayor Beauregard Fibbs drops by The Gazette office to see if he can pick
a winner of the contest. After all, in addition to a $500 check, that
person or group, also gets a framed message from him saying they’ve
done a great job.
He looks through some of the letters that are piled up on a table. “Well,
well, well,” says Mayor Fibbs. “Zulah, there are a lot of really good ideas
here.”
Zulah agrees. “I am thrilled that so many of our neighbors got involved.”
“You can’t believe the phone calls, and emails and
texts we got!” says Scoop.
“It is impressive,” says Fibbs. “But I think we have our winner. I’ll read
this letter out loud. It’s from our young postal worker.”
“I always hear people say that because of our cell phones, computers, and
such, we are more connected than ever. But I’m not sure we’re connecting
in the right way. Every day on my route and in the post office, I have
people tell me they feel lonely, depressed, and scared that they are
becoming more disconnected from one another. So, I suggest we not only limit the time we
spend on our devices, but that we find more ways to connect to one another with acts of
kindness. Let’s schedule more community events and make sure no one feels left out. Everyone
should feel welcome. This is Shady Pines after all!” - Kimberly Dunworthy, Mail Carrier
Kindness Wins
Zulah, Scoop and the Mayor just look at one another.
Scoop breaks the silence. “What do you think she’ll do with the money?”
“I don’t know for sure. But knowing Kim, she’ll probably use it to find some
way to give back and help others.”
“Yep, that sounds like her,” says Zulah.
And that’s why visitors feel comfortable once they discover something truly delightful about
this place. Kindness and caring are celebrated in the small Southern town of Shady Pines!
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#2

COMPASSION & TOLERANCE
Harold and Edna Sanders Explain

There’s something you should know about Harold and Edna Sanders. They are
two of the most loved people living in Shady Pines. Known around
town for their compassion, the childless couple needed to learn
about tolerance when they suddenly became instant parents!
Sudden Parenthood
Harold owns the Nuts ‘N
Bolts hardware store on Main Street. It is a hub of
activity nearly every day of the week. And it’s not just
because the store has all kinds of tools and thing-a-majigs you need to fix up stuff around the house. Nuts ‘N
Bolts also features an oldfashioned soda fountain right
smack in the middle of the
store.
Folks old and young like to
meet up there and swap
stories. As an Eagle
Scout, Harold is famous for telling some tall tales that
include heroic deeds of one kind or another. The truth is,
Harold often plays a hero in real life by going out of his way
to help neighbors in need.
Always Thinking of Others
Meanwhile, when she isn’t working part time at The Shady
Pines Community
Center, you’re likely
to find Edna at home
whipping up some
new recipe to share.
Everyone loves to stop
by ‘Edna’s Kitchen’ and sample her latest concoctions.
Edna is also likely to pack up some of her homemade
meals and soups and deliver them to people who are sick
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or recovering from being in the hospital. You would think that two people so capable of love
and compassion would have no trouble adopting a dog and cat. You would be wrong!
Living with Chaos
Harold and Edna were not prepared for the
constant commotion that Boomer and Halley would
bring into their comfortable lives. From morning ‘til
night, Boomerang, an Australian Shepherd dog, and
Halley’s Comet, a silver streak of a cat, were a
dynamic duo with boundless energy. Trying to
figure out how to harness all that energy had
Harold and Edna scratching their heads. What could
they do? They asked neighbors for advice.
They made up games for the kids to play. They praised their four-legged children when they
behaved, and gently scolded them when they did not. Little by little they were working through
their differences. That’s when Harold and Edna realized they had learned the true meaning of
tolerance.
First They Were Lost, But Now They're Found
You can discover how the Sanders family came
together in Boomer and Halley Lost and Found
– Learning to Live in a Blended Family. The
Mom’s Choice Gold Award-winning book is on
sale now. Click on the book cover to get your
own copy!
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#3

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY
The Shady Pines News Team
The sun is bright, the air is clear and there’s not a cloud
in the deep blue sky. It’s a beautiful morning in Shady
Pines. More people show up on the sidewalks as shops
open for business. Right over there in an office on Main
Street, Scoop the Cub Reporter is already at his desk
typing up his notes.
Hard at Work

The teenage reporter for The Shady Pines Gazette got
up very early to cover the Paws For A Good Cause
Marathon. All those who laced up their tennis shoes
and took to the streets were running to raise money for
a good cause. The local Animal Shelter is a bit run down and needs some fixin’ up.
As Scoop stops typing on his computer, he thinks to himself,
“I believe this article about two-legged people helping our
four-legged friends is a real feel-good story. I hope Zulah likes
it.” No sooner had that thought crossed his mind than his
editor, Zulah Talmadge, arrives through the back door.
Zulah Is Impressed
“Helloooo! Anyone here?”
Scoop looks up. “Right here, Ms. Talmadge.”
Zulah scurries into the main room. “Well, now, Scoop. You’re in early today.”
Scoop hits ‘send’ so he can share with Zulah what he’s written. “Yeah, I covered the Marathon.
You can read all about it. I just sent the story to your email inbox.”
Doing a Good Job
Zulah plops down on her comfortable chair at her desk.
Before she puts on her glasses, Zulah looks at her lanky
assistant with his shock of red hair. “Scoop, I have to tell you
something.”
Scoops looks confused. She hasn’t even read his story yet.
“What’s that Ms. Talmadge?”
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“I am so proud of you, young man,” says Zulah. “You are doing such a good job.”
Scoop can feel his cheeks turning red. “Aw, shucks. It’s no big deal.”
Zulah puts both hands on the desk and leans toward him. “It IS a big
deal. Like today, you made sure you got up early and were there on
time to report on the fund raiser. You did that. All by yourself.”
Face the Facts
Scoop fidgets with the pen in his hand. He doesn’t know what to say.
“Thank you.”
Zulah continues. “That shows you know how to take responsibility and
finish what you start.”
Feeling a little embarrassed, Scoop uses his favorite pen to doodle and make odd shapes on a
piece of white paper. “Well, it hasn’t all been smooth sailing. Remember what happened a few
months ago?” Zulah leans back in her chair.
“You mean when we were covering that protest out at Stonewall Park?” Scoop gets up and
grabs a bottled water from the little cooler in the back corner
where they keep snacks. “Yep. That’s the one.”
“The way I remember it, you ran over there ahead of me,” says
Zulah. “There was already a crowd of people gathering around.”
Getting the Job Done
Scoop nods his head remembering the scene. “Those folks were
not happy. Mayor Beauregard Fibbs was telling them they’d
have to pay extra to use the park and the carousel.”
“Don’t forget the mayor included the Dog Park and the use of
the Shady Pines Lake, too,” adds Zulah.
Scoop snaps his fingers. “That’s right. It got ugly. By the time you got there everyone was really
upset and asking all sorts of angry questions.”
Zulah agrees. “I’ve rarely seen ‘ole Beauregard get that
hot under the collar. But you know, he was accepting
responsibility. He said it would take more money to
keep all of those places open. He told the truth and
sometimes that’s hard to do.”
Scoop hangs his head. “Yeah. But it’s what happened
after the event that I won’t forget. When we got back, I
wrote up the story and I blew it!”
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Zulah goes over and puts her arm on Scoop’s shoulder.
“Look. You got some of the facts wrong. It happens.”
Admit Your Mistakes
Scoop shakes his head. “I reported the wrong amount of
money it was going to cost each person. The phones went
crazy. And so many people called us and were shouting!”
Zulah tries to make Scoop feel better. “Yes, but you
corrected your mistake. You wrote and admitted you
messed up and gave our readers the right information. That
takes courage. I’ve made mistakes, too. Scoop, it’s what we
do after we know we are wrong that shows real character.”
Scoop looks at her. “I guess so.”
Zulah smiles. “I know so. Now, how ’bout we wander
over to the soda fountain in the Nuts N’ Bolts
Hardware store later today and I treat you to an ice
cream cone? I just might get something for myself,
too.”
Scoop is all smiles. “That’s so nice of you. Plus, you
never know what news we’ll discover.”
Zulah smiles. “That’s true. Folks in Shady Pines love to
swap stories and you never know what will happen
next!”
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#4

THE IMPORTANCE OF HONESTY
According to the Mayor
Mayor Beauregard P. Fibbs grew up in Shady Pines Story Town. From the
time he was a young child, he was seen around town helping the
neighbors. His parents taught him to be respectful and always say please
and thank you, and to hold the door open for someone who had their
hands full with groceries or stuff.
As a teenager, he worked at the corner grocer stocking shelves and
keeping the place neat and tidy. Everyone liked Beauregard, but they
noticed every so often he
stretched the truth a bit.
Even a ‘Fib’ Is a Lie

But, like his name, Fibbs, he did have a little trouble with
the truth. There was the time he told his friends that Mrs.
Billingsley tipped him $3 dollars to take her groceries to
the car for her. That was a bit of a stretch.
When word of that got back to Mrs. Billingsley, she was surprised and decided to have a talk with
that young man.
“Now see here, Beauregard, you’re going around telling people something
that just isn’t true,” the silver haired woman told the young clerk. “You
know full well I tipped you $1.50. What do you have to say for
yourself?”
Well, Beau felt very badly and just looked down at his feet. “I’m sorry, Mrs.
Billingsley. I don’t know why I told them that.”
Mrs. Billingsley shook her head. “It’s important that you tell the truth. Why
my late husband, Harry, used to say that a man is only as good as his word.
And, Beauregard, I want you to grow up to be a good man.”
Only As Good As Your Word
Well, young Beau felt very badly about what he’d done. He promised himself to do better in the
future. Because so many people in town know him, they go out of their way to help him. Because
of their support, Beauregard tries very hard to always tell the truth.
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No one keeps him on the right path better than the editor of The Shady
Pines Gazette newspaper, Zulah Talmadge. Zulah and Beauregard
grew up together. When they were kids and she’d get mad at him lying
to her, Zulah would threaten to tell everybody what the “P” stands for
in Beauregard P. Fibbs. That would do it. Beau really doesn’t like
people to know that his middle name is Percival!
Of course, nowadays as the town’s mayor, he sometimes does fall back
into old habits. The thing is, when Beauregard does get caught telling
a fib, he is very sorry and admits that just like the rest of us, he’s not
perfect. You know, I think that’s why our neighbors give him the
benefit of the doubt, because he’s doing his best to be a good person.

A Special Mayoral Election
You can find out more about the time Mayor
Fibbs had to own up to his mistakes by
reading Boomer and Halley Election Day – A
Town Votes for Civic Responsibility. You’ll
meet a whole bunch of Shady Pines
characters as well. Click on the book cover to
experience an election like none other!

9

#5

MANNERS

Boomer and Halley Style
The two-story house on Dogwood
Drive across from Copycat Lane is
nestled among big trees near
downtown Shady Pines. Harold and
Edna Sanders live there.
They don’t have children, so their
home is quiet most of the time. But that was before they adopted
two stray animals. From the day they brought those critters home,
their lives would be anything but quiet!
Adoption Changes Everything
Boomerang, an Australian Shepherd dog and Halley’s Comet, a
silver streak of a cat arrived in Shady Pines from different parts of
the country. But they wound up in the small Southern town just
the same. Being adopted by Harold and Edna meant they were
now a blended family of four.
Boomer and Halley had no idea how to behave in this new
situation. It’s bad enough that they’re a dog and cat who don’t know each other. But now
they’re supposed to live together – in the same house. From the day they first explored their
new digs, it was clear Harold and Edna would have to take control.
Taking Control of Boomer and Halley’s Behavior
But what we they supposed to do? They’d never been parents
before. And now they have two,
unruly, four-legged children! They
had an idea. Harold and Edna would
stage a scavenger hunt in the house
to keep the kids busy.
They hid dog and cat treats and toys
in places high and low. That way,
Boomer and Halley would have to work together to get the most
loot. Harold and Edna read the kids the rules and told them
they’d better behave themselves.
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Working Together Works Best
You know what happened next? BAM! They didn’t
listen. One went one way and the other did just
the opposite, and they slammed headlong into one
another. That’s when Boomer and Halley decided
to join forces.
Before you knew it, that tough pooch and the
leaping kitty rounded up a whole bunch of hidden
treasures. And somewhere along the way they
realized they were minding their manners. Why,
there was something even more surprising than
that. They were even working together! Harold
and Edna were so proud of them.
The day ended with Edna reading them a story.
And that’s where we leave them on a quiet
evening in the small Southern town of Shady Pines.

Go On A Scavenger Hunt
If you’d like to read the actual story of
Boomer and Halley Scavenger Hunt –
Discover Rewards by Working with Others,
you can do that. Click on the book cover to
get this Mom’s Choice Gold Award winning
book, which includes four life lessons,
including Manners!
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